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Our vision at the School of Informatics is 
to strengthen our position among the top 
five world-leading centres of research 
and teaching in computation, information 
and cognition.

VALKYRIE

The School hosts one of only four copies of the NASA Valkyrie humanoid (and the only European copy). 

Standing at 1.85m, weighing 120kg and boasting novel actuation and sensing systems, the robot is one 

of the most advanced humanoid robots in existence and enables world-leading research in high degree 

of freedom motion planning, whole body manipulation and motion transfer. As the centre piece of NASA’s 

Space Robotics Challenge, the platform allows our robotics group to closely collaborate with leading 

research groups in the field from Florida’s IHMC, MIT and Northeastern University.
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2. The School of Informatics

The School of Informatics at the University of Edinburgh is recognised world-wide as a 
leading centre for computer science and informatics research and occupies a pre-eminent 
position in the United Kingdom. It has an outstanding track record of industry engagement, 
knowledge transfer and commercialisation and is integral to the Edinburgh tech cluster, one 
of the largest technology clusters in the UK.

The School provides a fertile environment for a wide 
range of studies focused on understanding computation 
in both artificial and natural systems.

With over 250 academic and research staff, more than 
300 research students and in excess of 1000 taught 
students, the School of Informatics at the University of 
Edinburgh is the largest in the UK and one of the largest 
in Europe.

The School maintains more than 100 relationships 
with companies, both large and small, local and multi-
national. It is involved in a large number of multi-national 
research programmes with consortia from both industry 
and academia. It has multiple industrial advisory 
boards providing feedback on curriculum and research 
directions. 

The School has been responsible for over 70 start-ups 
and spin-outs over the last ten years.

WHAT IS INFORMATICS?

Informatics is the study of the structure, the behaviour, 
and the interactions of natural and engineered 
computational systems.

The central focus of Informatics is the transformation of 
information - whether by computation or communication, 
whether by organisms or artefacts. Understanding 
informational phenomena - such as computation, 
cognition and communication - enables technological 
advances.

INFORMATICS – A WIDE AND VARIED DISCIPLINE 

Informatics has many aspects, and encompasses 
a number of existing academic disciplines - Artificial 
Intelligence, Cognitive Science and Computer Science. 
Each takes part of Informatics as its natural domain. In 
broad terms:

• Cognitive Science concerns the study of  
natural systems

• Computer Science concerns the analysis of 
computation, and design of computing systems

• Artificial Intelligence plays a connecting role, 
designing systems which emulate those found  
in nature

Informatics also informs and is informed by other 
disciplines, such as Mathematics, Electronics, Biology, 
Linguistics and Psychology. Consequently, Informatics 
provides a link between disciplines with their own 
methodologies and perspectives and brings together a 
common scientific paradigm.

INFORMATICS – UNDERSTANDING SYSTEMS 

Computational systems, whether natural or engineered, 
are distinguished by their great complexity. Informatics 
seeks to understand and to construct (or reconstruct) 
such systems, using analytic, experimental and 
engineering methodologies.

INFORMATICS – PROVIDING SOLUTIONS

By studying computational systems, Informatics seeks 
to provide solutions to the following challenges:

• Determining how far, and in what circumstances, 
theories of information processing in artificial 
devices can be applied to natural systems

• Determining how far principles derived from natural 
systems are applicable to the development of new 
kinds of engineered systems

• Exploring the many ways in which artificial 
information systems can help to solve problems 
facing mankind and help to improve the quality of 
life for all living things
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Our vision at the School of Informatics is to strengthen our 
position among the top five world-leading centres of research 
and teaching in computation, information and cognition.

The University’s mission is the creation, 
dissemination and curation of knowledge. 
As a world-leading centre of academic 
excellence we aim to:

• Enhance our position as one of the world’s 
leading research and teaching universities 
and to measure our performance against 
the highest international standards

• Provide the highest quality learning and 
teaching environment for the greater 
wellbeing of our students

• Produce graduates fully equipped 
to achieve the highest personal and 
professional standards

• Make a significant, sustainable and socially 
responsible contribution to Scotland, 
the UK and the world, promoting health 
and economic and cultural wellbeing 

As a great civic university, Edinburgh especially values 
its intellectual and economic relationship with the 
Scottish community that forms its base and provides 
the foundation from which it will continue to look to the 
widest international horizons, enriching both itself and 
Scotland.

 

EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH 

In the 2014 Research Excellence Framework (REF), the 
School of Informatics produced more world-leading 
and internationally excellent Informatics and Computer 
Science research than any other UK university.

The REF assesses both research outputs (such as 
scientific papers) and the research environment as 
previously considered by the Research Assessment 
Exercise (RAE), last conducted in 2008. The REF 
also evaluates the impact of research, which was not 
considered by the RAE. In addition to improving its 
assessment scores across the board compared to RAE 
2008, the School also produced excellent impact from 
its research.

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 

The commercialisation of academic research adds 
significant value to the UK economy.

The School of Informatics approaches this through our 
business development team who help to translate our 
world-leading research into industrial collaborations, 
new products and new companies.

The School’s experienced and dedicated business 
development team liaises with industry, to connect them 
to the right academics and foster relationships through 
a number of activities:

• Consultancy

• Licensing

• Knowledge Transfer Partnerships (KTPs)

• Studentships and internships

• Partnerships and collaborations

• Networking activities and events

BUSINESS CREATION

In addition to attracting investment into the School 
through business development activity, the School has 
also been highly successful at encouraging start ups 
and spins outs from within its research community, with 
over 70 start ups and spin-outs created in the past ten 
years.

THE WORKING ENVIRONMENT 

The School of Informatics represents a friendly, 
supportive and diverse community. The rich cultural 
diversity reflects the international nature of the School’s 
staff and student body.

Around 50 different countries, from Algeria to Venezuela, 
are represented among the staff, about half of whom are 
UK nationals and half non-UK.

The School aims to ensure that our culture and 
systems support flexible and family-friendly working 
and recognises and values diversity across all staff 
and students. The School has an active programme 
offering support and professional development for all 
staff, providing mentoring, training, and networking 
opportunities.

The School of Informatics holds a Silver Athena SWAN 
award, in recognition of our commitment to advance 
gender equality in higher education and research.

3. The University of Edinburgh - Mission Statement



4. The Role

Director of Commercialisation 
and Industry Engagement  
 
School of Informatics

The School is seeking an outstanding individual, with a strong 
industry background and profile, to fill the role of Director of 
Commercialisation and Industry Engagement.

The post-holder will provide strategic and operational leadership, 
engage with academic colleagues and industry partners, and identify 
and secure external funding to further advance the School’s position 
as a world-leading centre in informatics research, commercialisation 
and knowledge exchange activities.

The successful candidate will have substantial private sector 
experience in the technology sector and will bring insights into 
global trends and developments in technology and its applications. 
In addition, they will have experience of research commercialisation 
and knowledge exchange in Higher Education, which may have been 
gained from a university or an industry perspective.

LINE MANAGER:

Head of School of Informatics

JOB PURPOSE:

1. To define, develop and implement strategies and plans which 
advance the School’s position as a world-leading centre 
in informatics research, commercialisation and knowledge 
exchange activities.

2. To represent the School and the University to its related industry 
sectors, stakeholders and partners.

20%

30%

20%

20%

10%

1. Provide strategic and operational leadership to commercialisation and 
industry engagement for the School of Informatics, including leading 
and managing the School commercialisation team.

2. Pro-actively identify and engage with industry partners at a senior 
level, representing the School and the University nationally and 
internationally, to:

a. Ensure that industry is appropriately represented within School structures 
(eg advisory boards);

b. Secure support for the School and participation in bids to funding 
bodies;

c. Secure opportunities for collaborative research and knowledge 
exchange, including studentships, internships and graduate opportunities. 

3. Influence and motivate academic colleagues to consider the 
commercialisation opportunities (including opportunities for 
consultancy, licensing, start-ups and spin outs) that arise from their 
research and take responsibility for developing a culture within the 
School in which commercialisation is recognised as a core activity.

4. Identify and secure external funding to support commercialisation, 
enterprise and innovation programmes, which advance the School’s 
and the University’s reputation, and lead such programmes, including 
Informatics Ventures and the Bayes Centre industry programme.

5. Contribute to the strategic management of the School and serve as a 
member of appropriate boards and committees, including the Bayes 
Centre and Informatics Ventures Steering Boards. 

APPROX % OF TIMERESPONSIBILITIES:

5. Main Responsibil ities
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DECISION MAKING

• Lead the development of Commercialisation and 
Industry Relations strategy for the School

• Provide leadership to the School in interactions 
with related industry sectors and develop 
both relationships at the correct levels in the 
partner organisations and messages and value 
propositions around the advantages to industry 
of interacting with the School and its various 
programmes

• Promote and maintain a culture of innovation 
and entrepreneurship within the School and the 
University

KEY CONTACTS/RELATIONSHIPS 

• Within the School: Head of School; Director 
of Research; Directors of Research Institutes; 
academic staff

• Within the University: Principal, Vice-Principals 
and Assistant Principals; Head of College; others 
involved in commercialisation and industry relations 
in Schools, Colleges and Central Services

• Outside the University: senior managers in SMEs, 
national, international and multinational companies; 
public sector bodies, economic development 
agencies, Innovation Centres, Catapults and 
funding agencies; venture capitalists and fund 
managers

• The postholder will be expected to engage with 
the wider Higher Education community, both 
nationally and internationally, to identify and 
embed best practice in commercialisation and 
industry engagement

PLANNING AND ORGANISING

• Working with Institutes and Centres for Doctoral 
Training, lead the development of strategy and 
plans for university/industry partnership in related 
industry sectors

• Develop programmes and proposals to secure 
industry and public agency support and funding 
for the School’s research, knowledge exchange 
and commercialisation activities

• Manage multiple projects and funding streams, 
optimising the benefits to the School and the 
University

• Contribute to the University’s strategy on 
knowledge exchange and industry partnering 
 

PROBLEM SOLVING

• Identify innovative strategies and plans that meet 
both internal School and University expectations 
and also the requirements and expectations of 
existing and potential industry partners

• Review and revise plans on a continuous basis, 
adjusting to changing economic, technological 
and political circumstances in a fast-paced 
industry sector

• Prioritise competing demands in order to 
obtain optimal impact, in the context of multiple 
opportunities and finite budgets and resources

ESSENTIAL

• Substantial private sector experience, gained 
through working in a private or publicly quoted 
company in the technology sector

• Awareness and insight into global trends and 
developments in technology and its applications

• Experience of research commercialisation and 
knowledge exchange in Higher Education in a 
STEM (science, technology, engineering, maths) 
related environment (this may have been gained 
from a university or an industry perspective)

• Degree qualified

• In depth awareness and understanding of issues 
relating to university/industry partnership

• Excellent interpersonal skills, especially motivational, 
negotiation, influencing and networking skills

• Experience of managing a team or teams and 
multiple projects of significant scale

• Good understanding of finance and funding 
including experience of venture capital and private 
sector finance

• Experience in setting product/technology strategies

• Experience in working with academic research 
teams/organisations

DESIRABLE

• Masters degree or PhD in a relevant subject

• Experience gained through working in the 
technology sector of a large multi-national company

• Experience of working with Government and 
economic development agencies

6. Knowledge, Skil ls and Experience
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The University has a leading position in 
the UK in commercialisation and industry 
partnership, with a substantial part of this 
built upon the success of the School of 
Informatics and the related Data Science 
cluster and ecosystem built around it.

This is a strategic role within the University. Working 
with senior academics and managers in other Schools, 
Colleges and in University-wide roles, it is envisaged that 
the postholder will have significant impact on University 
strategy in commercialisation and industry engagement.

The post is responsible for the School of Informatics 
business development team and for Informatics 
Ventures, a programme operated in partnership with 
Scottish Enterprise, that connects, educates and 
supports Scotland’s technology entrepreneurs.

The development of the new Bayes Centre for Data 
Technology, on a site adjacent to the Informatics Forum, 
is a further commitment by the University to invest in 
the opportunities represented by Data Science and 
related activities. The University is putting in place new 
structures to bring together varied elements of the 
University with interests in Data Science. It is intended 
that the Bayes Centre will include a number of high 
profile industry partners as well as provision for new 
start and up-scaling businesses.

The School of Informatics Director of Commercialisation 
and Industry Engagement will play a key role in achieving 
the University’s objectives in relation to Data Science and 
the Bayes Centre, including securing external funding 
targets from industry partners.

SALARY

The role is full-time and open-ended, with 
salary on the University of Edinburgh grade 
UE10. Placement on the grade will be 
by negotiation and will be dependent on 
the qualifications and experience of the 
successful candidate.

The University reserves the right to vary the candidate 
information or make no appointment at all. Neither in 
part, nor in whole does this information form part of any 
contract between the University and any individual.

7. Job Context and Relevant Information



How to apply:

The University of Edinburgh has engaged the services of 
FWB Park Brown, to whom applications should be sent 
by the closing date of 3rd February 2017 (by 5pm).

In order to apply, please submit a comprehensive 
curriculum vitae (CV) along with a covering letter setting 
out your interest in the role and details of how you match 
the required criteria.

Please include current salary details and the names and 
addresses of three referees.

Referees will not be approached until the final stages and 
not without prior permission from candidates.

THE PREFERRED METHOD OF APPLICATION IS VIA EMAIL TO: 

fwb@fwbparkbrown.com

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO APPLY VIA EMAIL PLEASE WRITE 

TO:

(Ref University of Edinburgh School of Informatics)

FWB Park Brown 
19 Alva Street, 
Edinburgh,  

EH2 4PH

E X E C U T I V E  S E A R C H

www.fwbparkbrown.com


