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Immerse Yourself - Oban, Lorn and the Inner Hebrides

Your first view of Oban is one you are unlikely to forget. From the north, you glimpse this bustling port from the top of 
the 'Bealach-an-Righ'. As you sweep down the hill towards the expanse of the bay, the view opens up before you and 
one begins to appreciate why Oban has developed into Scotland's most popular west-coast holiday town.

A dream location for many, mountains sweep down to the fishing port of Oban, known as ‘Scotland’s Seafood Capital’. 
This Victorian resort is full of life, with ferries to the Hebrides coming and going, bars and streets packed with shops. 
North of Oban, two picturesque peninsulas – Benderloch and Appin – offer great walking and cycling routes.

The island of Kerrera sits in Oban Bay. Lismore is another gem. Further south you can cross the ‘Bridge over the 
Atlantic’ to the island of Seil. The waters around Oban and Lorn offer awesome sea kayaking. Paddle to islands, 
explore sea caves and set off on the Argyll Sea Kayak Trail.

Living in one of the most spectacular places in Scotland can provide you with an ideal work/life balance.  You will be 
able to pursue and develop your career with a successful and progressive organisation whilst having some of the best 
cultural experiences on your doorstep. 

This is a truly stunning part of Scotland, rural in nature, with 
good transportation and access to major cities Inverness, 
Glasgow, Stirling and Edinburgh in a matter of a few hours.

Working in Oban, Lorn and the Inner Hebrides is more than 
a job, it is a way of life, a community and happiness for 
many.
The region bustles with activity, with sports and activities 
being played by the locals at the local sports club – Atlantis, 
from swimming to tennis, and climbing to crossfit.

Dunollie Castle, the home over 1000 year of the Clan 
Chiefs and Lords of Lorn, and the ruins of Castle Coeffin 
on Lismore are ever present today, as a reminder of the 
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Festivals are ever present, and part of life for the community, from the Tobermory Book Festival to the Oban Live 
Music Festival the Highland Games and Oban Winter Festival there is constant activity within the area and always a 
new experience closeby.

Events And Festivals | What's On | Wild About Argyll

Activities in Oban | Love Oban

Everywhere you turn, there’s something special to see and do in Oban & Lorn, whether you like to take it easy or you 
seek an adrenaline rush. Castle hunting, shopping, diving, kayaking, sailing, walking, cycling, guided touring, hearing 
live music, visiting museums- there is so much to choose from no matter what time of year it is. 

https://www.wildaboutargyll.co.uk/events-and-festivals/#goto-cultural-events-festivals
https://www.oban.org.uk/activities/
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Oban & Lorn – Key Facts

Business & Economy

The town of Oban is an important transport hub and is a centre for local services, retail, marine and  land based 
tourism, fishing, aquaculture, the Seafood Capital of Scotland, Gaelic culture and world class marine research at 
the Scottish Association of Marine Science (SAMS) and the European  Marine Science Park. The area is endowed 
with world-class tourist attractions and a variety of  environments unsurpassed in Scotland. The island economies, 
although fragile, have the  opportunity to build on their outstanding environment and heritage, such as Iona, in terms 
of its  unique place in the story of Scotland and Christianity; and Mull as a centre for eco-tourism and the  arts with 
Argyll and Bute’s only theatre and arts centre, An Tobar.

The region is currently part way through a regional economic development plan, which by 2024, seeks to ensure 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles will be:

• A better connected and accessible place with improved ferry services, road, rail, air and  active travel links 
together with improved telecommunications networks and broadband  coverage.

• A place of outstanding natural and built heritage with enhanced natural assets and new  community owned 
facilities such as the Lismore Community Museum, the Luing Atlantic  Centre and the Coll Community Centre.

• A place that can offer a wide range of housing choice in places with modernised essential  services and 
infrastructure, with a focus on larger scale growth in Oban, the Dunbeg  Corridor and Tobermory in Mull.

• A competitive place better connected to the global economy with thriving island and  mainland communities that 
provide an incentive for businesses to locate to, particularly at  Dunstaffnage in relation to the European Science 
Park and the implementation of the Lorn  Arc Tax Incremental Finance project together with major tourism related 
developments at  Saulmore Farm and Tom Leith at Dunbeg.

• A greener place with community led smaller scale renewable energy projects, and wave  and tidal projects that 
have helped grow the local and national economy.

Key sectors (% of total employee jobs): 

• healthcare: 18.9%;

• tourism: 15.7%; and

• retail: 9.3% 
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Education & Schooling

Oban has two primary school sites, Rockfield Campus in the south of the town (consisting of Rockfield PS www.
rockfield.argyll-bute.sch.uk, and St Columba's RC PS www.st-columbas.argyll-bute.sch.uk, - the campus includes 
Gaelic Medium Education, Early Learning and Childcare and an Integrated Learning Centre) and Park Primary in 
the north (inc Early Learning and Childcare), and a major high school, Oban High School www.obanhigh.argyll-bute.
sch.uk. Secondary school pupils are drawn from a wide surrounding catchment area, with some pupils having long 
commutes to and from school every day. Students who live on surrounding islands such as Coll or the Ross of Mull 
stay at a School Hostel during the school week. The Local Authority funds the hostel so that the families of the 
students don't have to pay themselves. Most of the surrounding villages to Oban have their own primary schools and 
early learning facilities. Further and Higher Education locally are represented by Argyll Coillege https://www.argyll.uhi.
ac.uk and the Scottish Association for Marine Science https://www.sams.ac.uk  both of which are part of the University 
of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) https://www.uhi.ac.uk

Transport

Oban lies at the western end of the A85 road. A number of Abellio ScotRail trains run between Oban railway station 
and Glasgow Queen Street daily. The town is an important ferry port, it is Caledonian MacBrayne's busiest terminal. 
Oban is known as the "Gateway to the Isles", with ferries sailing to the islands of Lismore, Colonsay, Islay, Coll, Tiree, 
to Craignure on Mull, to Castlebay on Barra and to Lochboisdale on South Uist. In 2005, a new ferry terminal was 
opened, and in 2007 a second linkspan opened, allowing two vessels to load/unload at the same time.

Scottish Citylink run buses from Glasgow's Buchanan bus station several times a day; in summer, buses run from 
Dundee via Perth (route 973) and to Edinburgh via Stirling (route 978).

West Coast Motors operate many local services and also coach links as far south as Lochgilphead and as far north 
as Fort William.

Oban has an airport outside the village of North Connel, some 5 miles (8 km) NE of the town.

http://www.rockfield.argyll-bute.sch.uk
http://www.rockfield.argyll-bute.sch.uk
http://www.st-columbas.argyll-bute.sch.uk
http://www.obanhigh.argyll-bute.sch.uk
http://www.obanhigh.argyll-bute.sch.uk
https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk
https://www.argyll.uhi.ac.uk
https://www.sams.ac.uk
https://www.uhi.ac.uk
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