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Intro from Roddy Dunlop, Dean of Faculty

The Faculty Fund is a registered charity with a purpose that includes 
the advancement of education, the arts, heritage, culture and 
science and the advancement of human rights, conflict resolution 
or reconciliation. It is the owner of the Advocates Library and its 
collection.

Tracing its roots back more than 300 years the Library has been a 
key pillar of the administration of justice in Scotland. As part of our 
strategic planning for the next phase and to ensure that the library 
and the Faculty Fund continue to support our charitable aims we 
have taken the decision to strengthen our governance by bringing on 
board two independent trustees.

I am delighted to be supporting that initiative.  
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About the Faculty of Advocates

The Faculty of Advocates ensures that the people of Scotland, regardless of wealth, background or location, 
have access to the very best independent, objective legal advice. The Faculty has been at the forefront of 
legal excellence since 1532 and regulates the training and professional practice, conduct and discipline of 
advocates.

As well as ensuring excellence in the specialist field of courtcraft, the Faculty is constantly evolving and is 
at the forefront of innovations in alternative dispute resolution methods such as arbitration and mediation. 

Members of the Faculty have access to the country's finest legal resource - the Advocates' Library and the 
Faculty provides a collegiate atmosphere which allows advocates to exchange views in a way that gives 
them a unique insight into the law and helps ensure that they are always at the leading edge of analysis. 

http://www.advocates.org.uk/faculty-of-advocates/the-advocates-library
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Governance

The Faculty is led by elected office-bearers and by an elected Faculty Council.

The Faculty is led by elected office-bearers:  

• the Dean of Faculty

• the Vice-dean

• the Treasurer

• the Clerk

• the Keeper of the Library

The Faculty also elects the Chairman of Faculty Services Limited, a company established to provide 
administrative and other support services to Advocates.

Key decisions are made by Faculty Council, which comprises members elected from constituencies within 
the Bar.  Much of the Faculty’s work is undertaken by committees established for particular purposes.  

The Faculty Secretariat supports the office-bearers, Faculty Council and committees in the work of the 
Faculty.

http://www.advocates.org.uk/faculty-of-advocates/governance/office-bearers
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About the Advocates Library

Members of the Faculty and the public have access to the Advocates Library which is widely regarded as 
the finest working law library in the British Isles. It contains a comprehensive range of materials built up 
over more than three hundred years. The Advocates Library holds an historical collection of early modern 
European legal books, dating from the first printed works, of world-class importance. 

The Library was formally inaugurated in 1689 although the Faculty already had a collection of books 
before then. From the start, the collection was not restricted to legal works. In 1709, the status of the 
Library was confirmed when Queen Anne's Copyright Act gave the Keeper of the Library the right to 
claim a copy of every book published in the British Isles. The Advocates Library came to be recognised 
as the natural depository for literary materials of national importance, and by the 1850s, the Library had 
become in effect Scotland's national library.

In 1925, the National Library of Scotland was established when the Faculty gifted to the nation its whole 
non-law collections comprising 750,000 books, pamphlets, manuscripts, maps and sheet music. The 
Advocates Library has retained the privilege of holding printed law materials on behalf of the nation, 
and works closely with the National Library of Scotland to make them available to the public.  Non-print 
materials received on legal deposit are made available at the National Library of Scotland.

The Advocates Library holds an historical collection of early modern European legal books – dating from 
the first printed works - of world-class importance. The Library’s collection of manuscripts dates back 
even further and includes early illuminated legal works.  The Library also holds various named special 
collections.

In addition to the main collection, which is held in the Advocates Library in Parliament House, Edinburgh, 
the Faculty maintains a working Library at the High Court in Glasgow.

The staff of the Advocates Library are also responsible for the important library at Sir Walter Scott’s home, 
Abbotsford, near Melrose, which belongs to the Faculty of Advocates Abbotsford Collection Trust.

A modern library management system utilising the latest technology ensures that the Advocates Library 
is able to meet the increasingly complex needs of Advocates, while at the same time making the Library's 
stock available to the public through the National Library of Scotland.

The Library and its collection are owned by a separate Scottish Charity – The Faculty Fund whose charitable 
purposes include the advancement of education, the advancement of the arts, heritage, culture or science, 
and the advancement of human rights, conflict resolution or reconciliation.

"It is incomparably the best of all the Libraries we have in Scotland..."
Thomas Carlyle, April 1874
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Job Purpose

The Faculty is now seeking two independent Trustees to sit on the Board of the Faculty Fund.
In part these appointments are to modernise the Governance of the Faculty Fund and ensure it is managed 
according to best practice whilst also bringing independent voices to bear.

The Faculty is also considering a major programme to modernise the Library and ensure it remains fit for 
purpose as a working library in the 21st century. This is likely to be a multi phase project running over 
a number of years and once complete will form a key part of the infrastructure for the administration of 
justice in Scotland. The Faculty is seeking independent Trustees who would be able to support this project.

Time commitment approximately 12 days per year. 

Person Specification

Skills and personal attributes desired:

• Previous experience of Board level appointments, preferably in the third sector

• Ability to bring an independent voice to bear in a traditional organisation

• Experience of fund raising/profile building to support funding in capital projects 

• Genuine interest and enthusiasm in the Library, its place in the fabric of the Scottish legal sector and 
securing its long term viability as a working law library
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How to Apply

To apply please send your CV and covering letter to Ailsa Sutherland at fwb@fwbparkbrown.com

Alternatively for an initial confidential discussion please contact our Edinburgh office on 0131 539 7087.

Closing date for applications is Friday 17th June.



FWB Park Brown 
T: +44 (0)131 539 7087

www.fwbparkbrown.com


